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What are they doing to Janet’s bike?  

Find out at Wednesday night’s meeting…… all will be revealed! 
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Co-Ordinators Comments 
 
On behalf of all the Canterbury Branch mem-
bers I wish to welcome Peter Watson and Peter 
Carrington to the Ulysses Club. I hope you en-
joy your time in the Club and remember to up-
hold the Club motto “Grow Old Disgracefully”. 
 
Regrettably on the 28 March 2011 Alasdair (Al) 
Palmer # 8126 died of a heart attach at home.  
On Saturday 2 April approx twenty Branch 
members attended Al’s funeral service at the 
Harewood Crematorium Chapel. This group met 
at the Bishopdale shopping Centre and rode to 
the Chapel with Al’s nephew leading the ride on 
Al’s Honda ST1300.    
 
This brings me to my next point.  The Ulysses 
Club Remembrance Service in Murchison on Saturday 6 August at 1:00pm.  I believe that this is 
a time, when we all should all get together to remember the Club members that have passed on.   
All the names of the ex-members are read out at the service.  The event is organised by the 
Canterbury Branch and we receive assistance on the day with the reading out of the names from 
most of the South Island coordinators and members of Natcom.  Please make an effect to attend 
this event.   
 
Over the period 8 – 9 April nine members from the Branch and one from South Canterbury com-
pleted their motorcycle mentoring training with Roadsafe.  These members are now going to of-
fer mentoring to the Branch members who wish to have someone offer guidance in helping to 
improve their riding technique.  Please don’t be shy in asking for assistance, as I for one know 
that we can all improve on our riding skills.  On behalf of the Branch members I wish to congratu-
late the following members who are now Club mentors: Leicester Moss, Murray Hawke, Graham 
Sherrell, Chris Carey, Grant Lomax, David Moore, Max Peacock, Karl Sommers, Paul Fisher 
(South Canterbury) and Mike Dew.   
 
As part of the Branch and ACC continuing support to rider training we are running a rider training 
course over the period 6-8 May.   The course is being run by Street-Smarts Driving School and 
will involve 3 hours theory training in the classroom on Friday evening, then four hours out on the 
road on either Saturday or Sunday.  You’ll be put in to groups of 4-5 riders for the on road train-
ing and given a time to turn up by the course instructor.  The course will only cost you $20, as 
ACC are picking up the rest of the costs.  Maximum number of riders on the course is 20 and ap-
plication forms are available on the Branch website or from the Branch Coordinator.  
 
What a good turn out of Branch members at the National AGM in Wellington over the period 25-
27 March.  I wish to thank you all very much for making the effort to attend and it’s now time to 
make your accommodation booking for next years AGM in Nelson (30 Mar – 1 Apr). Accommo-
dation details are on our Branch website.  Bob Tanner received a bottle of wine at the AGM din-
ner on Saturday night for selling the most raffle tickets for the motorcycle, not bad when you con-
sider that there are at least two Branches with more members than Canterbury. Well-done Bob.  
 
 

 



It’s only a week until the St John Ambulance Run on Monday the 25th April (ANZAC Day). Chris 
Carey, Ian Tennant and Steve Parr have got everything in place and lots of Branch members and 
partners have offered to help.  All we need now is for everyone (all motorcycles) to support this 
event as all funds raised (less expenses) go to The Order of St John, Ashburton Branch.   
 
Time to start checking all the riding gear, as winter isn’t far away.  I love this time of the year, as 
its Brass Monkey Rally time (Queen’s Birthday weekend). 
  
This month’s social evening will be held on Wednesday 20th and we will have a guest speaker. 
 
Until next month keep the shiny side up. 
 
Mike # 2415  
 

Teacher:     If I gave you 2 cats and another 2 cats and another 2, how many will you  have? 
 
Johnny:     Seven, Sir. 
 
Teacher:     No, listen carefully. If I gave you 2 cats, and another 2 cats and another  2, how 
many  will you have? 
 
Johnny:      Seven 
 
Teacher:    Let me put it to you  differently. If I gave you 2 apples, and another 2 apples and an-
other 2, how many will you  have? 
 
Johnny:      Six. 
 
Teacher:   Good. Now if I gave you 2 cats,  and another 2 cats and another 2, how many will  you 
have? 
 
Johnny:    Seven!!! 
 
A  very angry  Teacher:  Where the f*ck do you get seven  from?!?!? 
 
Very angry Johnny:  Because I've already got  a f*ckin' cat at home!!!  

John Gallagher 
Bill Taylor 
John Gale 
Stella Jameson 
Lawson Tooby 
Derrick Te Wheoro 
Tracy Mines 
Philip Jordan 
Phill Dodds 

Happy Birthday to our 
April Members! 



 

 

GROUP RATES QUOTED FOR Ulysses Motor Cycle Club 
Group Booking Reference:  FA5485 

 
Off Peak Fares:   Each Way  Off Peak Dates: 

Adult    $39.00   26 Jan—20 April 2011 
Children    $24.00   27 April—20 October 2011  
Motorcycle   $37.00   26 October—15 December 2011 
Car/Van up to 5.5 metres  $122.00 each 
Each half metre over 5.5 metres $17.00 
 

Peak Fares:   Each Way  Peak Dates: 

Adult    $46.00   01-05 January 2011 
Children    $24.00   21-26 April 2011 
Motorcycle   $47.00   21-25 October 2011 
Car/Van up to 5.5 metres  $140.00 each  16-31 December 2011 
Each half metre over 5.5 metres $22.00 

 

Group Booking conditions and instructions for members are: 
Each reservation must be made direct with Interislander – Phone 0800 878-898  
Group Desk Hours:  Monday – Friday 0830-1730.  Saturday 0800-noon. 

• To access these rates members must quote group reference “FA5485” 

• Every reservation will be given an expiry/payment date, required to be paid in full by that date 

• Space is subject to availability at the time of the booking request 

• Membership card is to be shown at check in - no membership car then retail fares will be charged. 

Refunds—Once paid for fares are 90% refundable if cancelled prior to check-in and non-refundable if cancelled after check-in. 
Fares valid from 01 January through to 31 December 2011. Members to bring their own tie downs. 

32 Allen Street, Christchurch 
Phone +64 3 365 3544 Fax +64 3 365 3543 

Www.citymotorcyclerentals.com 
info@citymotorcyclerentals.com 



Earthquake Assistance Page 
NELSON—Hi Mike, I have had a couple more offers come in for accommodation for your members if they 
want to get a way for a few days. 
Here are the people to contact;- 
 Rene Visser  03) 548 3900 rvisser@extra.co.nz – one bedroom with 2 single beds. Lives in city. 
 John Ross  03) 5419209 hotwash@xtra.co.nz  - 2 double bedrooms Lives in Wakefield. 

  

 
CHRISTCHURCH—Hi Mike. Penny and I may have a room to spare for a fellow Ulyssian in 
need. J Dave. Contact Dave at dhawkins@xtra.co.nz  

NELSON 
Terry and Di are terryhainsworth@hotmail.com. Phone 546 6008 or 021 1105113 
 
Also, if any of your members have a camper and want to park up on our ‘landing strip” for free 
they are welcome. They will share a toilet and shower with us and can have absolute peace for a 
while. 
Lorraine -eagleview@xtra.co.nz 
 
CHRISTCHURCH—Mike Anybody needs a shower or washing done get them to call us and ar-
range it. Phone 3582500. Ray and Barb 

Hi Mike, 
Shattered to hear about the disasters… enough said. 
As you are prob aware I am in Gympie, 60k from Noosa and 180 north of Brisbane. 
 If anyone wants/ needs a break please contact me. 
I have a spare room (queen bed) and couch…. A Harley Road King, BBQ and a fridge full of 
beer. 
I live on a golf course and the complex has a pool. 
The temp is between 22 and 32… so no jumpers required. 
It will only cost the airfare over and your green fees. 
 Take care 
 John Watson 
Senior Finance/Contracts Co-ordinator  
Email: john.watson@skillcentred.com.au • www.skillcentred.com.au 
Telephone: 07 5489-9777 • Fax: 07 5482-7590 
Address: PO Box 642, 41 Nash St, Gympie QLD 4570 • 
 
Hi Mike - My wife works for Waimak Alpine Jet at Springfield. They are offering $20.00 off Jet boat Rides 
and Neds Cafe and Bar at the same premises is offering a 20% discount off all food and coffee to all Ulys-
ses members when they show their Card or badge.- Regards, Annette & Trevor Johns 

 Hororata—Hi Mike& Maureen I would like to offer accommodation if needed to any Ulysses member dis-
placed in Christchurch. We have a couple of bedrooms available if needed, while people sort themselves 
out. We didnt sustain any damage this time but feel for those who did. Fortunately our children were very 
lucky as well hence the offer. Just contact us on 03 3180885 and we will do what we can to help. All the 
best Jean and Richard Crawley 
 

Accommodation in Dunedin—10A Wavy Knowes drive 
Waldronville, Dunedin 9018 
03 477 0748 / 021 709 604, but the cellphone is not always turned on.  william@ulysses.org.nz   
william@web-enz.co.nz  william@old.geek.nz 









Ulysses AGM, Newcastle 
Australia 

 
 
I was fortunate enough to attend yet another AGM in Australia. To be honest I wasn’t going to 
bother, but after the earthquake I thought a bit of time away from shaky town would be great.. and 
it was. 
 
Stayed with my brother and his wife, fellow Ulyssians, for a couple of weeks then off we headed. 
He washed the cobwebs off the Harley and headed off the day before us, teaming up with other 
Canberra bods who wanted to take the long winding way up to Newcastle. Shaz and I did the 
Thelma and Louise in the Jeep next day… 5 hours up the highway.. no wonder the bike riders 
didn’t want to go that way.. everyone wants to kill you….. still haven’t found Brad Pitt either !!! 
 
We arrived in Charles town, which is situated on the hills surrounding the city.  It has the claim to 
fame of having one of the biggest shopping malls in Aussie!! Due to recent events in my home 
town, a mall was the last place I wanted to go.!! The apartment we stayed in was an 8 minute 
drive to Broadmeadow, the Newcastle Paceway is where the event was held. It is situated next to 
the Energy Australia Stadium. 
 
Newcastle is an industrial town. It was home to the giant steelworks, which are now closed. The 
city is now the largest coal port in the world. Massive trains are always coming in from the mines, 
full of coal to be shipped to China and all over the world. If you stand on one of the hills near the 
coast all you can see for miles are huge ships waiting in line to come into port. We sat at the har-
bour and watched massive ships being turned by the tugs, ready to berth, impressive to watch. 
 
We registered for the event on the Monday. Bikes of all shapes and sizes coming and going. 
Many had ridden for days to get there. Once registration was completed we booked a wine tour 
for the next day, Hunter Valley here we come!! We headed over to have a look at the event site . 
Finishing touches were being put on the Hoekker tent where the dinners were to be held. Had a 
beer, well it would be rude not to, and chatted with all the Ulybods. Great evening. 
 
Tuesday up early down to event centre to board the bus. Had 20 of us on board. Up to the Hunter 
Valley, which is not quite how I pictured it would be, but beautiful nevertheless. Visited a couple of 
wineries.. and yes the grog was nice… called in to a shop that was selling produce from local 
olive growers. While waiting on the bus I watched 6 – 7 big grey kangaroos gliding across the 
fields next to us.. Magic!! Visited a number of great sites during the day. Laughed all the way. 
Wonderful group of people, all with tales to tell. 
 
Wednesday was a visit to Maitland Jail. Highlight of trip for me. Jail was closed in 1998. Council 
bought it and turned it into an attraction. You are given a head set and can listen to a documen-
tary telling you all the history of the building. Much of the story is told by ex guards, support staff 
and prisoners, both male and female. Fantastic visit. Very hot day… (well for a poor flightless 
bird…) the aussies thought it was just a bit warm!!! 
 
Thursday there was a street party on Beaumont St, in the centre of the CBD. The shops had 
stalls on the pavement. There were acrobats, street theatre and a great opportunity to take your 
bike, park it and sit and have a yarn with who ever was there. We got our hair spray painted pink 
and I had a Ulysses butterfly painted on my face... well you have to get into the spirit of things 
don’t you. The local tennis club, next to tent city became the unofficial meeting place for the tent 
dwellers. Lots of laughter, music, story telling and fun. They welcomed us all in true aussie fash-
ion. 
 
 



Friday was a wander around the stands kind of day. Dreaming of all the bikes you can’t afford… 
obviously test riding is the order of the day… during the event they held a talent contest. Yes 
there is some talent amongst the Ulysses members and the whole show was hugely entertaining. 
Whoever was brave enough to get up there was given much applause. The best item was a guy 
who did Elvis impersonations… and he was a kiwi… very good too.. had to really clap and cheer 
for him. Was lucky enough to be given a ticket to the Friday night dinner. 2000 people attended. 
The meal was magnificent… the band fantastic. Had the night of my life.  
 
Saturday was grand parade day. Weather a bit crappy, but who cares. As I wasn’t riding this year 
I actually got to watch the bikes come in. What fun. They just kept coming, and coming, around 
2000 bikes… there is nothing like listening to that rumble as they approach… fantastic. The lo-
cals were amazed. No 1 attended the prize giving at the end. He is 89 now, and obviously frail. 
They had No’s 1, 2 and 3 there… and as you can guess they were given a huge round of ap-
plause. 
 
The dinner on Saturday night was another great event. I was invited to sit at a table for invited 
guests. I was one of 2 kiwis to attend. The other being David Bailey from Canterbury… how cool 
is that. I was also sitting with visitors from Britain and with Stephen Dearnley’s daughter, who is a 
wonderful person. I had a dance with a British gentleman of around 78, who had flown over to 
Australia, bought a bike and was touring for three months on his own, I did decline his offer of a 
ride to Perth!! Amazing man….  
 
I met people from all walks of life…. I was inspired and uplifted by all of them. They each had a 
story, many of those stories I was fortunate enough to hear. Every one of them, when they heard 
where I lived, wanted to know if all was ok with my family and could they help in any way. It was 
truly humbling. If ever there was a tonic for all the stress I had been under, it was the Ulysses 
AGM.  
 
Thank you Newcastle, Thank you Ulysses. 
Pauline Garner 5397 

SUNDOWN RETREAT  April  2011  
  

I purchased trailer off my friend Gary who in turn brought it from a 
Ulysses member. I decided before I dug deep into my wallet, a test 
run up to the Sundown Retreat at the Balmoral Reserve Hurunui 
bike rally was needed. Sun was shining , bit of a blustery wind it was 
a short trip but got there in one piece, there were  quite a few tents 
when we arrived, also a few faces we knew…. you guessed it Ulys-
ses members we are everywhere. 
  

 A very relaxing time, a few BBs .Good food and sunshine for 5 bucks you got a steak sammy 
well believe me, the legs were sticking out the sides the steak between the bread was so 
big ,  good value. After a relaxing Avro I headed back to town, ended up at Woodford  Glen, 
where one of my sons was racing in the modified division. Jason’s last race got him a second 
place in the 25 lapper. I was cheering him on so loud I think over the noise of 10 cars he would 
have heard me  lol  
  

It was a bloody great day. YES I purchased the trailer. Travels great behind my bike. Now the rea-
son for the purchase…. is now I can take more goods away on a trip and saves me strapping 
gear on the back seat  as we are all aware of the strenuous task…… 
  

 Cheers  
 Malcolm Fleck  7803 



Ulysses Club South Island Remembrance Service 
 

Your hosts The Ulysses Club - Canterbury Branch invite you to the South 
Island Remembrance Service. 
 

When: Saturday the 6th August 2011. 
 
Where: The Murchison RSA Hall, on the corner of Hampden & Brunner 
Street. 
 
Time: The Service starts at 1:00pm. 
 
Please assemble at the RSA Hall from 12:30pm.     
 
An afternoon tea will be provided after the service in the Murchison RSA 
Hall and a gold coin donation is requested.  Thank you. 
 
There will be an event badge on sale for $10. 
 
Accommodation available (Book your own) in Murchison at: 
Murchison Motel – Telephone 0800 166 500 
Hampden Hotel - Telephone 03 523 9008 
Commercial Hotel – Telephone 03 523 9696 
Kiwi Park Motel – Telephone 0800 228 080 
Mataki Motel – Telephone 0800 279 088 
Penman Motel – Telephone 0800 327 207 
The Old Bank – Telephone 03 523 9421 
 
Ride History: The Ulysses Remembrance Ride was started in August 1988 under the name 
of the Mel Curran Memorial Run.  
The Auckland branch had planned a weekend run to Taupo and it was on the eve of the run, 
5th August 1988 that they learnt of the death of there friend Mel who had been in hospital for 
some weeks after an accident on his bike. 
During the weekend the members present in Taupo decided to remember Mel the following 
year (1989) with a Memorial Run for which a badge would be struck. 
Since that time we have lost a number of good friends and fellow motorcyclists through acci-
dents or illness and after the first Memorial Run it was decided to change the title to Remem-
brance Run in order to include all riders who wished to come along to remember old friends. 
 
The first South Island Remembrance Run was held in Twizel in August 1990. The following 
year the service was held in Murchison on the 4th August 1991, so this year’s service is our 
22nd in the South Island.  
 
Considering the time of year and possible road conditions (ice, snow etc) travelling by car is 
OK, as it’s your participation we would like to see. 
 

For more details contact Mike Dew, Canterbury Branch Coordinator, Tele-
phone (03) 359 4949 (evenings) or email: canterbury@ulysses.org.nz 

 
                                         

 Canterbury Branch website - http://www.ulysses.org.nz/canterbury 







Moana Overnighter 
 
Latitude -42.5754718 Longitude 171.4766569. That’s more information than the majority of kiwis 
will ever care to know about Moana. When it appeared on the Ulysses Canterbury Branch calen-
dar of rides, I put it in the back of mind as an experience worth pursuing, subject to weather. Be-
ing a West Coast location it was only going to be on if it was fine. When it rains on the Coast it 
rains. 7 days out and the MET Service long range forecast had rain for the West Coast. But then 
long range forecasts are subject to change. 3 days out and it was looking much more promising. 
The depression which had been threatening rain on the Coast would have passed under the 
South Island and would be casting its gloom up the East Coast. It was looking like a clearing 
West Coast and deteriorating East Coast.  It was all on for Moana. 
 

We met at the Yaldhurst Tavern under 
grey skies, debating the few in number 
and what weather to expect on the trip 
over. A few riders turned up just for the 
ride up to Springfield or Arthur Pass. 8 
left for the 1st stop, fuel at Springfield. 
The weather was overcast with the oc-
casional spots but the road was dry 
and the temperature comfortable. At Springfield things were looking 

grey toward the mountains and we did encounter the occasional drizzle patch but once we were 
over Porters Pass things brightened considerably, the sun was shining and it was pure bliss. We 
stopped At Arthur’s Pass for a coffee and natter in the sun, bid farewell to those returning to 
Christchurch and cruised on at a leisurely pace to Jackson’s. Our numbers were increased sig-
nificantly by another group of riders leaving the Pass at the same time, heading in the same di-
rection, who chose to ride along with us. 
 
 At Jackson’s it was decision time. Head straight into Moana and spend the afternoon do-
ing.......what.......pub? Or as the riding was so good we could carry on to Greymouth and head 
into Moana through Stillwater and the Arnold Valley. A unanimous decision. The long way. It was 
fine, mild, great riding and not too much traffic. At Greymouth I topped up. According to Google 
Maps Christchurch to Moana is 205 km and I would have easily done the return trip on a tank. 
Given the extra distance I would be cutting it fine (Google Maps has since informed me the long 
way round is 476km – I could still have made it on a tank but would have been running on fumes 
by the time I got home. No point.)  One of the party was hungry for a burger at Mac’s so that was 
the next port of call. Then a leisurely ride up to Stillwater, stopping briefly at the Brunner Mine site 
memorial, site of New Zealand’s greatest workplace disaster with 65 coal miners killed in an un-
derground explosion in 1896. I made a mental note to put a lot more time aside my next time 
through to have a decent look over the whole site.  
 
We arrived at the Lake Brunner Motor Camp, Moana, mid afternoon 
to be greeted by the camp owner, Grahame Ott “Otty” lounging in 
the sun on one of a number of strategically placed lounge chairs 
along his front veranda. The next half hour or so we spent catching 
up on Moana and its inhabitants, Otty chatting to a number of fisher-
men (and women) making their way back from the lake empty 
handed. After settling in we jumped on the bikes for a quick tour of 
the town, which took about a minute, to end up at the one and only 
local hotel. Mental note, next time take your own. It’s not like you 
can scoot down to the supermarket to buy stuff. Moana’s a long way from anywhere. The Motor 
Camp has full kitchen facilities but we hadn’t come that prepared so we dined at the Station 
House Café. It’s sited just above the Moana railway station and I can highly recommend it. A nice 
location, licensed, well appointed, good meals, service and hospitality.  
 
  
 
  



The evening was spent back on the 
Otty’s lounge chairs keeping up our 
fluid levels. Otty joined us when the 
stars came out, for a thoroughly enter-
taining and wide ranging discussion 
including an escape plan should 
waco’s projected big earthquake cause 
the local mountain to collapse into Lake 
Brunner creating a tsunami. Sleep did-

n’t come easily. Not because of said tsunami, but Moana is on the main trunk rail line and is the 
passing bay for coal trains plying back and forth to Lyttelton and they are going 24/7.  

 
A beautiful crisp morning greeted us, heightening expectations of 
some great riding back to Christchurch. After admiring Otty’s 1993 
Enfield it was off to Jackson’s for breakfast. On the leg to Arthur’s 
Pass we detoured past the Otira pub and up a back road to check 
out this town ‘For Sale’. Pass. I have fond memories of a time we 
stayed in Otira back in the 60’s. My brother lived there working as a 
guard on the Railways and took us for a trip up through the tunnel. 
Standing at the back of the Guard’s Van watching tunnel entrance 
disappear in a pin prick of light, then the blackness, was some ex-

perience. They don’t have Guard’s Vans anymore. Just a flashing red light on the last wagon.   
 
We stopped at Arthur’s Pass for a 
stretch then cruised on through the 
nice bush clad windy bits through to 
Cass. There were a number of vintage 
cars returning from a rally on the Coast 
we got caught behind but it was pleas-
ant down at their pace with noticeably 
more time to take in the scenery rather 
than constantly eying the road surface, 

picking a line through the next corner and watching what’s up ahead and behind. No one was in a 
hurry. The cloud thickened toward Porter’s Pass and down toward Darfield.  By West Melton it 
was drizzle and by Christchurch light rain. It was heartening to hear it had been that way for most 
of the day. We had been in the right place and it was a thoroughly enjoyable weekend with good 
company. 
 
Chris #07925 



Drink Bottle 
 
Over the years I have been responsible for inadvertently depositing litter on the roads of the 
South Island.  I fess up to my latest indiscretion. 
 
On my bike there is a handy space between the right hand pannier and the frame, I have found 
that a plastic drink bottle sits in the space really nice even though it is on top of the muffler, the 
heat shield protects it from getting hot. Usually it will sit there for hours, at even the upper level of 
the legal speed limit. However I have noticed from time to time that it suddenly isn't there when I 
stop, I have been pondering this for a while. Perhaps it jumps off the bike in fear when it thinks I 
am travelling too fast. But that is highly unlikely, perhaps the last one I lost just got a fright in one 
of the tunnels on the Kaikoura coast last weekend. 
 
Bob was leading on his Harley, Robin was following him riding his CBR 1000, with me at the rear, 
we all bunched up entering the first tunnel. Bob tooted his horn inside the tunnel and gave the 
throttle a bit of a blip, my finger was on the horn button but any noise I may have been able to 
make was drowned noise out when Robin pulled in the clutch and gave his bike big handful. The 
noise reverberated around inside the tunnel and frightened my drink bottle so much I think it just 
jumped off. That's my story and I'm stickin to it. 
 
Our weekend began when Bob, Robin and I met up in Amberley on a coolish Saturday morning, 
heading for Blenheim to take part in their St Johns Ambulance ride the next day. Blue sky, not a 
breath of wind and perfect riding. We passed a few hardy souls at Greta Valley who had camped 
there the night before to attend the Sundowner rally, and had the road almost entirely to our-
selves apart from a very foolish driver in a people mover who had a death wish for himself and 
his entire family. Remember this number plate and give it a wide berth DRMIKE. 
 
First stop was for a cuppa at The Caves, Kaikoura. I like to stop here, good old fashioned no frills 
food and service. Although you can get a flat white or short black or even a cappuccino if you 
wish, there is never a panini or frittata in sight. We let the small fuel tanks top up in Kaikoura, Bob 
likes the high octane on offer at the BP and the AA reward points as well. I didn't need any fuel so 
who cares?  
 
We enjoyed a perfect trip to Blenheim where we went our separate ways.  
  
I spent the night with friends in Seddon and enjoyed a very nice breakfast of croissant and a se-
lection of home made jams and jellies. Didn't have too much as I was planning a second break-
fast (hobbit style) in Havelock later in the morning. My buddy Ash and I left for Havelock in plenty 
of time to get a feed of mussels before the ambulance ride. Very disappointed to arrive in the 
mussel capital of the world at 10.30 am Sunday morning to find it mostly closed. However using 
our hobbit   tracking skills we found the Slip Inn at the marina only too pleased to take our money 
in return for a second breakfast of New Zealand's finest green lip mussels.  
 
After soaking up the sun and watching the entertainment at the boat launching ramp we made 
our way to the Havelock domain to join the other riders assembling for the ambulance ride. Good 
to see some old faces and meet some new ones too.  Bob and Robin arrived full of tales from the 
night’s hospitality they had enjoyed in Picton, both a little dehydrated .Say no more. 
 
The muster was a brilliant affair with 320 riders, all makes, sizes, sexes and the bikes were just 
as varied. The St Johns juniors did a great job selling the badges and talking with the riders, 
showing good social skills and confidence. Great to see these kids being so enthusiastic as they 
are the St Johns volunteers of the future. 
 
 



The ride itself was fun, left on time and spread out over several kilometres, making for a relaxed 
atmosphere and everybody had plenty of room, several new riders commented later that they felt 
safe and not threatened in the large group. I know it can be intimidating for those unused to 
group riding so a big thumbs up to the Blenheim branch for a well organised ride.  
 
We ended the ride at the Waterlea race course with a little speechifying and more food! 
The Canterbury threesome left soon after and headed south. The pace was a little quicker than 
the trip up as the old Nor'wester had appeared and it just kept pushing the speedo up to that area 
of warm adrenalin. More high priced Kaikoura fuel, Bob must have really racked the reward 
points this weekend. A quick cup of tea at The Caves again, this time we all made a concession 
to our health, by going for the healthy vegetable option. I had carrot cake, Bob had apple pie, and 
Robin slice of something that was red, essence of raspberry I think.  
 
Feeling refreshed and healthy we hit the road again. It was only a short time later that I think I 
was separated from my drink bottle. 
 
Robin peeled off at Amberley, and I at Leithfield leaving Bob the chance to use a little more of the 
golden Kaikoura fuel to get home to Christchurch. 
 
 Must address that drink bottle thing.  
 
Martin Boyle  #4882   
 
 

A woman goes to the doctor, beaten black and blue. . . . .  
Doctor: "What happened?" 
 
Woman: " Doctor, I don't know what to do. Every time my husband comes home drunk he beats 
me to a pulp...."  
 
Doctor: "I have a real good medicine against that: When your husband comes home drunk, just 
take a glass of chamomile tea and start gargling with it. Just gargle and gargle". 
 
2 weeks later she comes back to the doctor and looks reborn and fresh again.  
Woman: " Doc, that was a brilliant idea! Every time my husband came home drunk I gargled re-
peatedly with chamomile tea and he never touched me. 
 
Doctor:" I told you so. See how not being able to say anything helps!!!"  



Pics of Recent Mentor Training in Christchurch 
*(Writeup to follow in next newsletter) 



Ride review Sunday 11 April. 
3 Gorges- Ashley, Waimakariri, Rakaia. 
  
Hello fellow Ulyssians. 
  
The weather guru was kind to us for this 
years 3 gorges ride. A beautiful sunny day. A 
good turn out of 26 bikes and 32 people as-
sembled at the peg Belfast for departure at 
10:30.   There were a wide range of bikes. 
Hondas, Suzukis, Harleys, Triumphs. 
Yamahas, Kawasakis. From cruisers to 
sports bikes and the larger scooters. 

 
We set off with Dave Mines as R.I.C. and Chas 
Packer, always keen with his hand up to take 
T.E.C. "Thank you" at 10.30 sharp. Heading 
north we turned inland at Pukeko Junction. At 
this point tail end charlie and five or so other 
riders had lost touch with the main group. 
Sneaking off taking a short cut they turned 
inland at the Ashley river turn off, arriving at the 
Ashley Gorge Domain a good 15 minutes be-
fore everyone else arrived. The main group, 
myself included, rode through Sefton, Ashley 
village and Loburn (nice ride) to meet up with 

the others at Ashley gorge domain from different directions. They wondered why we took so 
long very smugly. One local wit of the main 
bunch thought we had gone that far north we might be in for a four gorges ride via the Buller 
gorge.Ha Ha.  
 
All  together again with a stretch of legs, catchup and photos we made our way to Oxford. At 
this stop there was a chance to refuel and grab some food for lunch. For the ones like me who 
had'nt thought to bring lunch. 
 
We then headed for Waimakariri gorge for lunch.After half an hour lunch break, catchup and 
photos we headed down state highway 72 through Waddington, Homebush to Glentunnel. 
There we encountered cycle riders, bunches of 20 or so. Apparently as found out later these 
cycle riders were participating in the Canterbury road cycle champs. All I can say is I am 
thankful my bike has a motor in it, pedal powers for the young ones. 
      
Then on to Windwhistle. The road into and out off aptly named with very strong nor’west winds 
buffeting riders. Pretty hard going for some. Next stop Rakaia gorge for a well earned rest for 
all. It was mentioned some might require a nana nap when they got home.  I heard later some-
one did. Not mentioning any names aye John. 
 
With a short stop, catchup and more photos, the beautiful scenery behind us, we headed for 
Hororata. There we disbanded and headed our separate ways home. 
     





  

Calendar of Rides Rallies and Events 

 
 

Note --- unless stated below, ALL rides will leave from Shell Curletts Road, or from the Belfast 
Hotel (usually known as The Peg). Sunday rides leave at 10.30am, OR as stated below.'   Note 
-- RIC = Rider in Charge .... TEC = Tail End Charlie  
 
Any Time Saturday Mornings 9am-Meet at Dennys for a chat over Coffee/Tea, Breakfast - 
Stay as long as you want, drop in by car or bike.  
 
Any time you eat/drink here, say you are from the local Ulysses Branch and you will earn reward 
points for the Club! 
 

For a full up to date list of future rides and events go to:-  

Note --- unless stated below, ALL rides will leave from Shell Curletts Road, or 
from the Belfast Hotel (usually known as The Peg). Sunday rides leave at 
10.30am, OR as stated below.'   Note -- RIC = Rider in Charge.... TEC = Tail End 
Charlie  
 

RIDES CALENDAR  -  May to November 2011 
 

9am Every Saturday Morning. Denny’s 382 Moorhouse Ave. Coffee/Chat 
 
Sunday May 1  - Ride to Lake Hood (Ashburton) 
  
Sunday May 8   - French Farm (already organized) 
  
Sunday May 22   - Cave Stream 
  
Sunday May 29    - Ride to Geraldine (I want to visit the cheese shop there but need to check it 
open on Sundays) 
  
Sat / Sun / Mon  June 4 – 6   Brass Monkey Weekend  - No official ride from ChCh 
  
Sunday 12 June    - Sheffield Pie run. Breakfast at 9-00am at McDonalds Papanui Rd. then meet 
at The Peg at 10-00am, depart 10-30 for Rangiora, Loburn, Springfield and stop for a pie and cof-
fee in Sheffield (I will double check they are open on Sunday and get back to you shortly) 
  
Sunday 26  June   - Terrace Downs 
  
Sunday 3 July      - Timaru (Any suggestions as to what to visit there would be appreciated but I 
was thinking have a picnic lunch in the Timaru public gardens).   
  
Sunday 10 July    - Greta Valley 
  
Sunday 24 July    - 3 Gorges Ride 
  
Sat – Sun 6 and 7 Aug  - Remembrance Run to Murchison (no official local ride) 
  
Sun 14 Aug  - Duvauchelles (I want to visit the cheese factory near there and will check if the ho-
tel is still standing) 



Sun 21 Aug   - Overnighter to Kaikoura (venue TBA) 
  
Sun 28 Aug   - TBA 
  
Sun 11 Sept   - Lake Pearson 
  
Sun 25 Sept  - Le Bons Bay 
  
Sun 2 Oct    - TBA 
  
Sun 8 & 9 Oct   - TBA (Beavertown Rally might be on this weekend) 
  
Sun 23 Oct – Overnighter to Reefton – Ride to Greymouth, then Westport and stay at old nurses 
home in Reefton (I will make enquiries but it’s a cheap and great place to stay with full kitchen 
backpacker facilities) 
  
Sun 7 Nov – Leader Valley 
  
Sun 13 Nov   - Arthurs Pass 
  
Sun 4 Dec – TBA 
  
Any suggestions, comments or feedback appreciated. 
Thanks 
Gene Wyngaard  
 
This is a guide only, for the latest info on rides please visit the Ulysses Canterbury Web 
Site at : http://www.ulysses.org.nz/canterbury/  and click on ‘What’s On’ on the main 
menu. 
 
If you loose this sheet you can print another one off on the above page under ‘Printer 
Friendly Version Button’ 
 
Web Master 
Robert Edgeler, Ulysses #6969 
e-mail: Ulysses6969@gmail.com 
 

http://www.ulysses.org.nz/canterbury/   



If not found, please 
return to  
PO Box 4611,  
Christchurch 8142 


